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Cauſes of an Humiliation Appointed by the Commiſſion of the 

_ Generall Aſſembly,to be obſerved through this whole Kirk, 
on the laſt Sabbath of March, and firſt Sabbath of Aprile, 1 6 5 3. 

Þ 'S we conceive; that the many crying evils, for which the Lord 

2g hath been and is ſmiting us, which harh been held forth formers 


0G ly as cauſes of Solemn Humiliations, ſhould be ſeriouſly laid 
© to heart and mourned for , and eſpecially that maine and Funsz 


Rane Provocations, the contempt of the Glorious Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ignorance of him amongſt- the generality of the Land, and the 
great negligence even amongſt the beſt of ſecking .to him for Re-- 
conciliation with God, and entertaining Communion with God through him, 
and obtaining grace from him for walking acceptably in our Perſons'and Cal- 
 lings; So particularly we judge the Lord in his Providence is calling us to 
mourn before him ; | 


I. For the growing evidences of his diſpleaſure againſt the Land, in the 
continuance of Mis ſad aflictions upon all ranks of Perſons, notwithſtanding 
our former Humiliations before: him, the Lord teſtifying his anger even as 
gainſt the prayers of his People : and no wonder, conſidering the great abuſe 
of _ "a Ordinance by our formalities and Faſtingunto our ſelyes and not 
unto God, | 


IT. The grouth of fin of all forts ; particularly, Pride, Uncleannelſe, Con- 
tempt of Ordinances, Oppreſſion, Violence, Fraudulent dealing, and that uns 
der the Rod, the moſt part of the People are growing worſe and worſe, and re- 
voiting more and more, few of none accepting of the puniſhment of their ini- 
quity, and labouring to get their uncircumciſed hearts humbled. 


' II. The encreaſe and heightning of all our woefull differences and diviſions, 
tothe great ſcandall of the Reformed Chriſtian Religion, and apparant ruine 
' of the Work MKeformation eſtabliſhed amongſt us, if the Lord in mercy do 
not prevent. 


IV. The many ſad encroichments from diverſe hands made and like to be 


made upon the precious Liberties of the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus, a pre-_ | 


cious truſt commiitted tous from him, and tranſmitred to us from our zealous 
and faithfull PredecfiOrs, who, in the obtaining and preſervation of them, 
loved not their live, even unts the death. 


s 


V. The generill diſtemper on the ſpirits of all ſorts of People , all or the 
moſt part of all ranks in thistime , while the Lord is caſting down what he 
bnilded and plucking up whar be planted, ſeeking their own things and few or 
none ſecking the things of Jeſus Chriſt. © ( My | 
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For theſe, amongſt many things, we deſire the People of God throughout 
the Land may mourn, every man ſearching his way, and ſaying, What have I 
done , rather then to lay all the weight on the fins of others; And withall, 
humbly to pray, That the Lord would pune on the Land the fpirit of 
mourning and repentance, that, in the depth of his own wiſdome and good- 
neſſe, he would finde out wayes ot healing of our woefull differences, and in 
the mean while poſſeſſe out hearts with the ſpirit of love, ſtedfaſtneſſe, and a 
ſourid mind,and with reſolution and courage for enduring whatſoever the Lord 
in his wiſe Providence ſhall call us to ſuffer in the maintainance of his truth. 
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